
Following on from the success of Series 1 which focussed on the emergence of new readerships within Britain, Series 
2: Empire: Travel and Anthropology, Economics, Missionary & Colonial turns its attention to the role Britain played 
beyond its borders as an imperial power throughout the nineteenth 
century. Complete runs of 91 periodicals chart a century in which Britain 
extended its influence, reaching new heights of empire building. Sourced 
from the British Library, the National Library of Scotland and, for 
the very first time, from the National Library of South Africa and the 
National Library of Australia, the collection contains periodicals from as 
far afield as Australia, Canada, Ceylon, India, New Zealand and South 
Africa.
 
With over 1 million fully text searchable pages, Empire is a collection of 
unparalleled depth, range and diversity providing a remarkable insight 
into how the British perceived themselves and those they colonised - both 
at home and abroad. Users can search for articles on the abolition of 
the slave trade within the British Empire in 1807, read about reports of 
the first Opium Wars (1839-42), measure the Indian response to Queen 
Victoria’s assumption of the title of Empress of India in 1876, and follow 
European powers’ “scramble for Africa” in the 1880s and 1890s. 

Many of the periodicals in this collection have never been reissued in any medium since their original publication and 
in some instances only a single copy of an issue survives. 19th Century UK Periodicals sets a new benchmark in Gale’s 
digitisation of historical newspapers: it is one of the first to feature full colour images of periodicals originally published 
in colour, including paintings, maps, original illustrations, cartoons, and drawings. 

The range of titles were carefully selected by a team of more than 20 editors, headed by Professor Joanne Shattock at 
the University of Leicester. All the editors are specialists in the field of nineteenth century studies, and majority work 
in major academic institutions in the UK, including University College London, Cambridge University and Royal 
Holloway.  
 
Periodicals were chosen to fully reflect the range of interests and  preoccupations of Imperial Britain - from travel, 
literature, anthropology, social reform, philanthropy, politics, economics and science. This is a truly interdisciplinary 
archive, with journalism covering every aspect of life in the Empire, making it an invaluable resource for researchers 
and students of nineteenth-century literature and culture, religion, empire, feminism, the arts, sport and leisure, science 
and medicine and the professions.
Benefits:

Access to the Waterloo Directory of English Newspapers and Periodicals in the About this Publication detailing •	
periodicals’ prices, publishers, editors, printers, circulation, size and more 
Chronology •	
Bibliography specific to Empir•	
Essays by well respected scholars including Máire ní Fhlathúin from the University of Nottingham and Robert •	
Burroughs from Nottingham Trent University 
 
For more information contact emea.enquiries@cengage.com or visit www.gale.cengage.co.uk/ukperiodicals 
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