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19th Century British Library Newspapers
Suggested Topics for Searching

Irish Famine 1845-49

· Crop failure & human tragedy exacerbated by political indifference – led to massive immigration to America or England.

“The Great Stink” 1858
· Polluted River Thames overwhelms London: Joseph Bazalgette designs first modern urban sewer system, the Embankment and Underground

· Cholera: major killer (the AIDS of 19thC) caused by poor sanitation/water supply, particularly in city slums

Corn Laws/Repeal: 1815-46

· Unpopular protectionist tax that controlled import of wheat (corn). 

Nonconformist/Dissenters: 

· Protestant sects other than Anglican official church, esp. Methodist, Quakers

· Oxford Movement – led by Cardinals Newman & Manning – High Church opposite reaction – embraced practices, ideology associated with Catholicism.

· Emancipation: full citizen/voting rights for Catholic
Repeal & Home Rule:

· Repeal of Act for Union uniting Ireland with Britain espoused by Daniel O’Connell

· Local parliament (but not true independence) for Ireland

Factory Acts (1801/14/44…91)

· Series of laws passed to regulate working conditions – particularly for children and women

Indian or Sepoy Mutiny (1857-8)

· Uprising by local troops spreads to populist revolt –control of India moves from East India Co to govt - Cawnpore massacre, Siege of Lucknow
Key People

Queen Victoria & Prince Albert:

· Epochal monarch of the era – Albert’s early death from tuberculosis, plunged Victoria into mourning and ushered in age of new social and political conservatism

Benjamin Disraeli: 

· Tory Prime minister (1859-65), political showman

William Ewart Gladstone

· 3 term PM (1868-74, 80-85, 92-94) – the “Grand Old Man” of the Liberal party

Isambard Kingdom Brunel

· Superstar engineer of bridges, canals, tunnels and boats – symbols of 19thC progress

· Thames Tunnel, Clifton Bridge, Great Western, Leviathan

Annie Besant

· Social reform, women's rights activist, Theosophist

· Match Girl’s Strike, Bryant & May, Bloody Sunday, Fabian Society

Jack the Ripper

· Perpetrator of the “Whitechapel Murders”

George Gordon Byron

· Leading Romantic poet, political activist, dies aiding Greek War for Independence

· Wordsworth, Coleridge, Keats, Tennyson

Harriet Taylor Mill

· Early women’s rights activist, wife of John Stuart Mill

· Enfranchisement of Women

Boz

· Pen name for Charles Dickens’ journalistic work

William Stead (1848-1912):

· Pioneering journalist with Pall Mall Gazette

Mary Seacole: 

· Hugely popular ‘black Florence Nightingale’, nursed troops in Crimean War

Charles Parnell:

· Irish politician, champion of Home Rule, brought down through newspaper driven divorce scandal

John Edward Millais

· Leading painter of Pre-Raphaelite Movement

· William Morris, Rossetti, Ruskin, Mackintosh

Sample Searches

Sepoy Mutiny 
Basic Search “Sepoy Mutiny” gives 386 results – show the global reach of the archive 
 Jack the Ripper
Advanced Search:  Full text search “Jack the Ripper” limited by articles with illustrations produces 94 results including:-

· The second result is a full page of graphic illustrations - LATEST INCIDENTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE DOINGS OF JACK THE RIPPER THE EAST-END FIEND 
The Illustrated Police News etc (London, England), October 27, 1888; Issue 1289

Boz – Charles Dickens’ Journalistic Pen Name

Keyword Search “Boz” brings back 13 results including
· A SCENE BY "BOZ." 
The Belfast News-Letter (Belfast, Ireland), April 28, 1837; Issue 10418

· Attempt to obtain Money from Charles Dickens (Boz) under False Pretences Lloyd's Weekly London Newspaper (London, England), May 26, 1844; Issue 79
“The Great Stink”
Keyword Search “Thames” and full text search “stink” limited by date “1958” gives 7 results including 

· SCIENTIFIC EXAMINATION OF THE STATE OF THE THAMES 
Daily News (London, England), July 7, 1858; Issue 3789

· THE THAMES
The Derby Mercury (Derby, England), July 7, 1858; Issue 3468 (1249 words) 

Irish Famine
Keyword Search “Irish Famine” brings back 59 results including:- 

· THE IRISH FAMINE 
Freeman's Journal and Daily Commercial Advertiser (Dublin, Ireland), October 31, 1845 (a letter to the editor debating the best way to help)

· THE IRISH FAMINE OF 1846 AND 1847 
The Morning Chronicle (London, England), November 18, 1852; Issue 26802 (a report from the relief committee into their actions during the famine and ways to prevent it happening in future.
Charles Parnell
Irish politician brought down by a scandalous divorce case.

Advanced Search:  Full text “Charles Parnell” and full text “Shea” and keyword divorce gives 25 results including:-

· SENSATIONAL DIVORCE SUIT. 
Northern Echo (Darlington, England), December 30, 1889; Issue 6192 (2913 words) – an interview with O’Shea admitting he has filed for divorce 
· GREAT DIVORCE CASE 
Lloyd's Weekly Newspaper (London, England), January 5, 1890; Issue 2459 – Parnell’s rebuttal of the allegations made by O’Shea.
Byron

Keyword Search produces 613 results including:-
· LORD BYRON'S NEW POEM 
Caledonian Mercury (Edinburgh, Scotland), June 8, 1812; Issue 14114 (new poems)

· LORD BYRON 
The Morning Chronicle (London, England), May 17, 1824; Issue 17185 (announcement of his death – result number 66)

Isambard Kingdom Brunel

Full text Brunel & Clifton limited by articles with images produces 9 results including:-

· OPENING OF THE SUSPENSION BRIDGE 
The Bristol Mercury (Bristol, England), December 10, 1864; Issue 3897

· VISIT OF PRINCE ALBERT TO BRISTOL: FLOATTING OF THE "GREAT BRITAIN" STEAMER 
The Bristol Mercury (Bristol, England), July 22, 1843; Issue N/A

















