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From the perspective of a scholar researching abolition, whether it is a grad student preparing a dissertation, a teacher instructing advanced students the mechanics of serious research, or a professor engaged in an ongoing work, the collections assembled for this project present an ideal opportunity. For one thing, the sources are varied. Not only does one have access to a wealth of black and/or abolition newspapers, they are not just comprised of “the usual suspects.” One can examine some of the lesser known and short-lived journals. It is possible, for example, to follow the editorial careers of Samuel Cornish and John Russwurm, searching for the point at which their opinions diverged.

One is not confined to the public expressions of one’s subject. There is also a wealth of private papers from people such as Lewis Tappan, Ellen Wright Garrison, Salmon Chase, and William Fowell Buxton, serving as a fitting complement to the large newspaper collection. Add to this the papers of organizations like the American Colonization Society and the American Missionary Association, as well as the books and pamphlets which are included in the various collections, and the legal papers, and the conscientious historian has everything she needs to get off to an excellent start. All the traditional forms of documentation are available at a keystroke. 

I would be particularly eager to gain easy access to the American Missionary Association records for my own work. Not only are there letters and reports from the roughly 150 missionaries who served among American Indians and fugitive slaves, there are charts and statistics about their activities, as well as organizational reports which would allow one to track controversies about abolition within the association over time. That sort of information could be applicable to any number of subtopics under the umbrella of “slavery / antislavery.” 

That is only one possible application of one of the collections in the overall project. It is not hyperbolic to say that this comprehensive digital collection is not only valuable, it is a treasure trove.
