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With over 200,000 pages of primary source documents that chronicle the politics,
wars, administration and diplomacy surrounding the Palestine Mandate and the
Arab-Israeli conflict, this collection is an essential research tool for Middle East
scholars. The fully searchable archive has been sourced from the British Foreign
Office, Prime Minister’s Office and the War Office among others. These critically
important government documents from the British government files, now housed
at the British National Archives, are available online in Archives Unbound.
Arab-Israeli Relations, 1917-1970 benefits from the input of a distinguished editorial
team, headed by Dr. Eugene Rogan at St. Anthony’s College, Oxford. The board
has selected documents that provide vital coverage of the milestone events in
this region’s history.
This series places before scholars of Palestine and the Arab-Israeli conflict the
widest range of original source material from the Foreign Office, Colonial Office
and Cabinet Papers preserved at the National Archives, UK, from the Balfour
Declaration through to the Black September War of 1970-1. Arab-Israeli Relations,
1917-1970 is an outstanding resource for scholars researching the war in Palestine.
The 1947-49 conflict, one of the most significant events in 20th-century Arab
politics, sets the stage for the next several decades of Middle East tension.

Archives Unbound answers the
call within libraries and university
departments to digitise smaller
cross-searchable collections of
primary source material.
Archives Unbound is a programme
that addresses the needs of
researchers and libraries by
offering subject-specific primary
source collections that support
multi-disciplinary research in
British Studies, Middle East
Studies, World War II, Holocaust
Studies, Women’s Studies
and more. Between 5,000 to
200,000 pages per title, these
specialist collections act as small
adjuncts to the large Gale Digital
Collections making them an
affordable option for libraries and
departments.

General editor
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In summary:
•
•
•
•

200,000 pages of text
Thorough coverage of key events of the period through primary source
documents
Unprecedented access to original British government files
Correspondence, diplomatic, consular and cabinet papers, conference
reports, treaties, declarations and arms deal reports

>>

Palestine Conciliation Commission, 1949.
Reproduced by kind permission of The
National Archives, UK
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Contents include:
•
•

•
•
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•
•
•
•
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Typescript reports, minutes and correspondence by, to and from British
government departments, embassies and consulates
Government documents which set out major policy statements in their full
contemporary context, with minor documents and marginalia revealing the
workings of colonial administration
The Balfour Declaration in 1917 and files from the British Occupation of Jerusalem
The workings of the British Mandate in Palestine, 1922-48, from the ratification
of the Mandate by the League of Nations in 1922, all the Palestine Sessional
Papers 1924-48 to the partition plans dating from 1937-38
Documents on the latter years of the Mandate (1937-48): the Zionist
Revisionists, the Stern Group, Irgun Zvai Leumi, the Arab Higher Committee
and the Arab Union
Records of the Anglo-American Committee of Enquiry and Report of 1946 and
the U.N. resolution to partition Palestine in November 1947
The Palestine War, 1947-49 documents trace the civil war that erupted between
Jewish and Palestinian urban centres following the Partition
Key files from the Arab-Israeli conflict through the 1950s, including the
“Border Wars”
The Cold War in the Middle East as the old colonial axis of power shifted
towards the new superpowers - US and USSR - with the U.S. backing Israel and
the USSR backing Syria and Egypt
The June War of 1967 when Israel shattered the armies of Syria and Jordan, then
swept into the Gaza Strip, Sinai, Jerusalem, the West Bank and the Golan Heights

Sources
Documents originate from:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

British Foreign Office
Prime Minister’s Office
Maps and Plans Department
Cabinet Papers
War Office
Dominions Office
Colonial Office
Foreign Office and
Commonwealth Office

Types of materials:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maps
Dispatches
Memoranda
Acts
Sessional papers
Protocols
Reports
Press cuttings

Topics covered:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Balfour Declaration of 1917 and the politics behind it
Origins of British rule in Palestine
The Palestine campaign of 1914-1918
Britain’s military occupation of Jerusalem from 1917
The League of Nations mandate for Palestine in 1922
Palestine sessional papers of 1924-1948
The background to the establishment of the State of Israel
Britain’s early relations with Israel
The assassinations of 1951
The Suez crisis
The effect of the Cold War in the Middle East
The Six-Day War of 1967
The PLO resistance movement

Arab Higher Committee. Report On
An Investigation Into The Liquor Traffic
In Palestine. 1936. Reproduced by kind
permission of The National Archives, UK
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