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The well chosen geographical range of provincial newspapers and the sophisticated search facility have put an end to the needle-in-a-haystack problems of using newspapers as historical sources. This collection is only a fraction of the terrifyingly enormous mass of Victorian newspapers, but its search facility now provides a path into what might seem like an impenetrable forest of print, and these titles can be used as an 'index' or finding aid to other material in non-digitised titles.

 

The inclusion of provincial papers could well change the face of British historiography over the coming decades, as genuinely national treatments of topics are now much more manageable. The historiography will be able to more accurately reflect the period, during which London's cultural dominance was challenged by great provincial cities such as Manchester and Glasgow. I'm looking forward to fewer 'London-centric' accounts of the 19th-century!

Andrew J. Hobbs, PhD student, University of Central Lancashire
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I have always been suspicious of claims that electronic resources can transform your research life, but an exception has to be made for the online archive of British Library nineteenth-century newspapers.  For the first time, it is possible to search a wide range of titles in the provincial and metropolitan press quickly and easily: work that would have taken painful weeks on a microfilm reader can now be done in an afternoon. Everything from biographical details to editorials about major events can be recovered, making this a tool useful for anyone interested in the national past.

The most significant impact has been upon my students.  I used to shy away from encouraging essay and dissertation topics that involved extensive use of the press, knowing from experience that results were too hard-won and unpredictable for all but the most determined.  But the situation has now changed.  I can see real opportunities for a revival in reception studies and work on public reputations. One undergraduate last term, for example, tracked the early weeks of the newspaper reception of Darwin's Origin of Species, the first time this had been attempted for half a century.  I used to spend much of my time showing students how to find things; now there is more time for them to think.' 
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Prof. James A. Secord, History and Philosophy of Science, University of Cambridge

19th Century Newspapers Online gives us an invaluable new perspective on the way Victorian Britain came to understand itself as a community of citizens, consumers and commentators. It is hard to imagine any researcher with nineteenth-century interests to whom it does not offer important insights on their subject: and it is dangerously addictive!

Prof. Arthur Burns, Kings College London
