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BRIEF OVERVIEW OF COLLECTIONS
Slavery, Source Material and Critical Literature 

This collection includes titles from A Bibliography of Anti-Slavery Literature in America by Dwight L. Dumond, Joseph Sabin's Biblioteca Americana: A Dictionary of Books relating to America from Its Discovery to the Present Time and the holdings of the Library of Congress. 

Since slavery was more than a local political and national and economic issue, the series explores slavery in the U.S. as well as in other parts of the world through primary sources from the West Indies and South America. A printed cumulative guide accompanies the collection. 

The Anti-Slavery Collection 

· From Oberlin College Library 

· Published by Primary Source Microfilm
The Anti-Slavery Collection comprises the contents of the Catalogue of the Collection of Anti-Slavery Propaganda compiled in 1931-32 by Geraldine Hopkins Hubbard, plus materials acquired since 1932. The Anti-Slavery Collection consists of approximately 2,252 items, including:

· Anti-slavery societies' documents: annual reports, addresses and publications 

· Biographies of leaders of the anti-slavery movement 

· Books, pamphlets and other documents outlining the moral, religious, economic and legal aspects of the slavery debate 

· Campaign literature and speeches made in and out of Congress 

· Children's literature 

· Newspapers and periodicals, including The Abolitionist, The American Anti-Slavery Reporter, The Emancipator and Republican, The Gerrit Smith Banner, The Liberator, Liberty and many others 

· Poetry, songs, anthologies and gift books 

· Political works, including documents related to the Missouri Compromise, the Fugitive Slave Law, the Kansas-Nebraska Controversy 

· Sermons and theological works 

· Some pro-slavery literature 

· Slave narratives -- autobiographical, biographical and fictional 

· Travelers' observations of slavery 

Slave Trade Papers 

Sir Thomas Fowell-Buxton was heir to William Wilberforce as leader of the anti-slavery movement in Great Britain. His papers provide unique insight into the development of the Victorian social conscience and the worldwide significance of the great anti-slavery campaign. 

This source supplies fundamental material for any examination of the international phenomenon of slavery in the 18th and 19th centuries, the colonization and "Christainization" of Africa and the Empire, and the parliamentary and extra-parliamentary history of the abolitionist movement. 

The Calendar of the Papers of Sir Thomas Fowell-Buxton 1786-1845 by Patricia M. Pugh serves as a guide to this collection, and is also reproduced on the first reel. 

The American Missionary Association Archives, 1839-1882 

From the Collections of the Amistad Research Center 

The American Missionary Association (AMA) was established in 1846 as an interdenominational missionary society devoted to abolitionist principles. The Association grew directly from the committee organized in 1839 to defend the Africans who had revolted and seized the schooner La Amistad. From its beginning, the major support for the Association came from Congregationalists, but it also received support from Wesleyan Methodists, Free Presbyterians, and Free Will Baptists. In 1865 it became the official agency of the Congregational Church for conducting educational work among the Freedmen. Support from other denominations gradually declined, until the Association became exclusively a Congregational organization. This collection is a valuable resource for the study of the abolitionist movement.

This collection currently includes approximately 350,000 manuscript pieces. The mass of these were written during the period 1839-1882, but several thousand are dated before and after that time. The manuscripts include some of the treasurers' papers, some minutes of executive committee meetings, and other items such as sermons, statistical reports, drawings, pictures, and essays, but letters make up the large majority of the items. More than 100,000 of the letters are reports from foreign and home missionaries and teachers.

The papers tell the detailed history of the AMA from its origin to 1882. The materials dated prior to 1846 relate to several subjects, of which the most important are the Amistad case and the futile efforts of evangelical abolitionists to promote abolitionism among northern churches and religious societies such as the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, the American Home Missionary Society, and the American Bible Society.

The history of the AMA before 1861 includes its missions in Sierra Leone, Jamaica, Egypt, Siam, and Hawaii, and among American Indians and fugitive slaves in Canada, as well as extensive home missionary activities. Approximately 150 home missionaries were scattered throughout the north and in the border slave states, but most of them were located in the states and territories west of the Appalachians. In their monthly and annual reports, the ministers frequently commented extensively on social, economic, and political conditions of the communities in which they worked.

Most of the papers from the Civil War and Reconstruction Period are statistical and written reports from the missionaries and teachers in the South. By 1865, the AMA had laborers among blacks in every Confederate state and in Kansas, Missouri, Kentucky, Maryland, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, and the District of Columbia. Following the collapse of the Confederacy, with the cooperation of the Freedmen's Bureau during its existence, the work among blacks was expanded and made more systematic. The AMA was not only the first of the northern benevolent societies to undertake educational and relief work among the Freedmen, but it also supported more workers in the southern field during the Reconstruction Period than any other organization.

In addition to describing the number, size, curricula, and progress of the schools for Freedmen, the reports from the missionaries discuss the political, economic, moral, and spiritual conditions of the South; the opposition of southern whites to the missionaries and Reconstruction policies; relations with the United States Army and the Freedmen's Bureau; denominational rivalry and conflicts among the various philanthropic societies; and their own criticisms of the war and Reconstruction policies of the federal government. This collection is an excellent source on the history of Reconstruction and on the history of the individual states during this period.

In relating the history of the AMA's work among the Freedmen, the Archives contain the basic primary source materials which tell in detail the early histories of Fisk University, Hampton Institute, Atlanta University, Howard School (at Chattanooga), Emerson Institute, and hundreds of other schools. 

The papers have been divided into two main classifications-home (United States) and foreign. Home papers are filed according to the state of origin, and foreign letters are arranged according to country of origin. 

Slavery Miscellaneous Manuscripts, 1780-[1860] 




(Yale)

This collection contains seven scrapbooks, "Tracts on Slavery in the United States"; book of punishments administered to slaves in a South American mining camp, 1836-1847; slave deeds; newspaper clippings; and a book containing a census of slaves in Chester Country, Pennsylvania, 1780-1815. 

Papers of Lewis Tappan 

The papers of Lewis Tappan span the years 1809-1903, and consist of correspondence, letter books, journals, notebooks, clippings, photocopies, notes, and miscellaneous other items. The journals and notebooks, which date from 1814-1869, are replete with information concerning Tappan's activities in the antislavery movement and contribute as well to an understanding of his private life, particularly his religious views.

The bulk of the correspondence in the Lewis Tappan papers is made up of copies of his outgoing letters. Contained in eleven volumes (one letter copybook and ten letterpress copybooks), the letters range in date from 1812 to 1870. Legibility of many of these copies is poor, and there are a number of gaps in the chronology. Nine of the volumes include indexes to correspondents. Incoming correspondence, although limited in quantity, covers the period 1809-1871. Subject matter throughout Tappan's correspondence strongly reflects his interest in antislavery activities and his participation in organizations promoting abolition.


http://www.wheaton.edu/bgc/archives/GUIDES/174.htm#1
American Colonization Society
While spanning the period 1792 to 1964, the majority of the society's correspondence, reports, and financial and business papers date from the years 1823 to 1912. Correspondence covers such subjects as administrative matters, the status of slaves and freedman in antebellum America, and the society's role in founding and colonizing Liberia and supporting Liberian education. Correspondents include Thomas Buchanan, Ralph R. Gurley, John H. B. Latrobe, J. W. Lugenbeel, William McLain, Anson Greene Phelps, and Joseph Jenkins Roberts. The Manuscript Division has described the 190,000 item collection in a register. The records have been microfilmed.






http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/coll/007.html

Salmon P. Chase:

A Register of His Papers in the Library of Congress

Chase was an abolitionist, lawyer, U.S. senator, governor of Ohio, U.S. secretary of the treasury, and chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. The collection includes correspondence, memoranda, diaries, speeches, writings, financial and legal papers, biographical material, and other papers pertaining to Chase's career and personal life. Topics include Chase's activities as an abolitionist, his law practice in Cincinnati, membership in the Liberty Party, involvement in national and state politics as U.S. senator and governor of Ohio, the Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854), events and military operations of the Civil War, formulation of wartime policy as a member of Abraham Lincoln's cabinet, work as U.S. secretary of the treasury on problems of national finance and the development of a national banking system, his service as chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, trial and impeachment of Andrew Johnson, Reconstruction, and creation of a national currency.

From Collection Summary. http://www.loc.gov/rr/mss/text/chase.html#ms006011_did_Colle_1
The Slavery and Abolition Collections 



(Schomburg)

This collection includes miscellaneous documents from 1700 to the twentieth century, including slave deeds, passes, certificates of registry, manumission papers, wills, appraisals of slaves, and speeches relating to slavery and its abolition, primarily in the Anglo-American colonies and the United States, as well as a few letters concerning the Amistad mutiny. It also contains correspondence by and about abolition leaders such as William Wilberforce, Thomas Clarkson, and William Lloyd Garrison.

Diaries of Ellen Wright Garrison

This collection contains diaries written between 1854 and 1921 by Ellen Wright (1840-1931): daughter of abolitionists, women’s rights advocate, and wife of William Lloyd Garrison. The diaries are most complete during her girlhood, just before and during the Civil War (she married Garrison in 1864.)
Legal Documents
	Selection from Legal treatises

	Selection from Supreme Courts Records and Briefs

	Selection from Historic Trials

	Records of the U.S. Circuit Court for the District of Columbia Relating to Slaves, 1851-1863, Microfilm Publication M433,

	Records of the Office of the Secretary of the Interior relating to the Suppression of the African Slave Trade and Negro Colonization, Microfilm Number M160.


