[image: image1.jpg]» GALE

I ~ CENGAGE Learning’




ECCO Testimonials – March 2009
ECCO is an excellent database for  researchers on the eighteenth century, the period of the Enlightenment. We had a test presentation at the Bibliothèque Nationale de France, in 2006. All the members of the audience - professors, librarians, lecturers, PhD students - were .enthusiastic: thousands of primary sources collected, which are not available in France. This means we all had to spend several summer months  and holidays, year after year, to prepare  our thesis, in some Brirish or American library, in order to have access to those documents. To be able to use ECCO now in our universities, at the Sorbonne or the Bibliothèque Nationale de France, represents an undreamt-of advantage; it saves time and money, and we can consult the information we need, at our own convenience. Besides, a simple system of key-words and links makes it possible to "navigate" easily through the whole corpus, according to our special needs.

I have been talking so far on behalf of my colleagues of Anglo-American studies. But the ressources offered by ECCO can reach far beyond, to specialists of other disciplines: history, philosophy, religion, law, arts, sciences, medicine, etc. Besides people working not only on Britain, but also on publications concerning other  European countries at the time - Spain, France, Italy, Germany, the Netherlands, and so on - can find here all they need . ECCO is based on a multi-disciplinary approach, with loads of texts, maps, plates, illustrations of all kinds. And now, ECCO 2 is enlarging the field of potential research with thousands of new entries.

 I would like to congratulate  the team of experts who have conceived and produced this database and express my warmest personal thanks. To place this indispensable instrument within the reach of all reseachers, at the time of globalization and scientific competition and cooperation, should be a priority of all libraries and institutions of higher education. Some of them have already adopted such a policy, and I am grateful to the Sorbonne, the BNF and my own university, Sorbonne Nouvelle Paris 3, for deciding to buy ECCO and offering us such a wonderful help in our work. It is to be hoped that others will follow suit and that all French researchers on the eighteenth century , whatever their discipline, will have access to the same facilities in the near future.

Suzy Halimi 
Professor at the Sorbonne Nouvelle, University Paris 3

Former Rector of the University

Chair of the Society of Anglo-American Studies for the XVIIth and XVIIIth centuries

To have or not to have ECCO is an existential question for any serious student, researcher, or teacher of the eighteenth century. The database provides access, at the click of a mouse, to the holdings of  the very best research libraries in the world. Contrary to research libraries, it permits easy searchability, necessitates no time-consuming travel and is accessible twenty-four hours a day. In teaching, it enables professors to use, and students to do independent  
research on, an exhilarating range of primary documents. As for research, ECCO is simply becoming a sine qua non for scholarship that breaks new ground.
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