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Archives Unbound answers the call within libraries and university departments to digitise 
small collections of primary source material. This new online resource digitises the most 
sought-after microfilm collections from Gale and Primary Source Media , capturing 
defining moments in history. Between 5,000 to 200,000 pages per title, these specialist 
collections act as  small adjuncts to the large Gale digital collections making them an 
affordable option for libraries and departments.

Japan emerged from the 19th Century as the first Asian industrialized nation. Domestic 
commercial activities and foreign trade expanded dramatically and modernized during the Meiji and Showa eras. The concept of 
a market economy was embraced and Japan adopted Western forms of free enterprise capitalism. The private sector-- in a nation 
blessed with an abundance of aggressive entrepreneurs-- welcomed such change. Economic reforms included a unified modern 
currency based on the yen, banking, commercial and tax laws, stock exchanges, and a communications network. 

During the 1920s and early 1930s, Japan progressed toward a democratic system of government. However, parliamentary 
government was not rooted deeply enough to withstand the economic and political pressures of the 1930s, during which military 
leaders became increasingly influential.

In the late 1920s, industry outstripped agriculture, and in the 1930s industry, moderately affected by the Great Depression plaguing 
the rest of the industrialized world, continued to grow. Using the strong Japanese economy to support their imperialistic designs, 
ultranationalist military officers succeeded in stifling the democratic movement and took control of the government in the name 
of the emperor. With their power unchecked, the militarist government led the nation into a series of military conflicts that 
culminated in the almost total destruction of the nation during World War II. 

World War II destroyed nearly half of Japan’s industry. Japan’s economy was completely disrupted, and the country was forced to 
rely on United States assistance and imports of essential food and raw material. Throughout the Occupation period, the country 
began the process of rebuilding its economy, industry, political base, and society.

There is essential and unique documentation on a wide variety of topics relating to Japanese internal affairs: 

Japan at War and Peace, 1930-1949:  
Records of the U.S. State Department Classified Files

• National preparedness and mobilization			 
• Bolshevism and radicalism
• Militarism 
• Sino-Japanese war and the home front
• International Depression					  
• Economic markets in China and Southeast Asia
• Social and political control				  
• Literature and the Arts vs. Militarism
• Labor development and unrest				  
• Iron and steel industrial expansion
• Rise of the Zaibatsu					   
• Emigration 
			 

	 • Political relations with Manchukuo
	 • Gold embargo against Japan 		
	 • Oil prospecting in Sakhalin
	 • Prince Konoe and the War in China		
	 • Japanese military doctrine and the Bushido	
	 • Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere	
	 • Trade and tariffs
	 • Affects of nuclear bombing of Hiroshima	
	 • Establishment of Occupation Government
	 • SCAP and shadow Japanese government	
	 • International loans and trade credits
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U.S. State Department Central Classified Files

The U.S. State Department Central Classified Files are the definitive source of American diplomatic reporting on political, military, 
social, and economic developments throughout the world in the twentieth century. 

This collection of U.S. State Department Central Classified Files relating to internal and foreign affairs contain a wide range of 
materials from U.S. diplomats, including:

•	 special reports on political and military affairs
•	 studies and statistics on socioeconomic matters
•	 interviews and minutes of meetings with foreign government officials
•	 court proceedings and other legal documents
•	 full texts of important letters, instructions, and cables sent and received by U.S. diplomatic personnel
•	 voluminous reports and translations from foreign journals and newspapers
•	 countless translations of high-level foreign government documents, including speeches, memoranda, official reports, and 	
	 transcripts of political meetings and assemblies

This collection consists of thousands of pages arranged topically and chronologically on crucial subjects, such as:
•	 political parties and elections	
•	 human rights
•	 government
•	 administration
•	 fiscal and monetary issues
•	 labor
•	 housing
•	 police and crime
•	 public health
•	 national defense
•	 foreign policymaking
•	 wars and alliances
•	 education
•	 religion
•	 culture
•	 trade
•	 industry
•	 foreign relations
•	 natural resources
•	
On these subjects and many more, the Central Classified Files offer authoritative, in-depth, and timely documentation and analysis 
that cannot be matched. 

Size: 109,200 pages	 Source Library: U.S. National Archives
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