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(These searches also work in LitRG)

1. Student has been assigned to write a paper on Arthur Miller’s play Death of a Salesman, citing at least 5 critical sources.

· In Basic Search, do a Keyword search on Death of a Salesman
· Results—LitCrit tab contains 100-plus items—too many to deal with! Need to refine the topic 
· Say the student decides to focus on a character. Use “search within results” to search on Biff. (One of Willy Loman’s sons in the play) Now you have about 50 results
· Looking through the first page of results you’ll see one entitled “Like Father, like Sons: Miller’s negative use of sports imagery in Death of a Salesman.” 
(Ardolino, Frank. "Like father, like sons: Miller's negative use of sports imagery in Death of a Salesman." Journal of Evolutionary Psychology. 25.1-2 (Mar. 2004): p32.)
· This suggests a question that could produce a thesis for the paper: “How does Miller use sports imagery to illuminate the character of Biff?”
· Search within results on “sports.” Now you have about 8 results—much more manageable!
2. Student has been assigned a 5-minute class presentation on aspects of Chinua Achebe’s life that are pertinent to his writings

· In Basic Search, do a Keyword search on Chinua Achebe
· In the Results list go to the Biographies tab.

· There are 41 items—that’s a lot! But if you look at the faceted search in the sidebar, you’ll see a link to articles specifically INDEXED to Chinua Achebe. Select that link. Now you have 12 articles. (You could also have selected the “Person by or about” radio button in Basic Search instead of Keyword to get the same result.)
· Good articles to look at:
· There are three interviews which all contain a lot of information about the assigned question—from Black Renaissance, The Spectator, and Bernth Lindfors’s book Conversations with Chinua Achebe (reproduced from CLC)
· The DLB entry is also great for this purpose
· Note that the article from World Literature Today contains a photo, a book jacket, and a map showing the location of Nigeria

· There is also a photo in the Multimedia tab and the Web links page contains a link to a good interview in the online magazine Conjunctions.
3. Historical Fiction Book club is considering reading Manda Scott’s Boudica series; a member has been delegated to report back on what books comprise the series and how they have been reviewed.
· In basic Search, do a Keyword Search on Manda Scott

· In the Biographies tab, read the CA Online entry on Scott. 
· Sidelights section provides overview of subject matter and critical reception of Scott’s books including the Boudica series

· List of works provides sequence and titles of books in the series.

· Reviews and News contains more than 30 reviews that mention Scott’s novels. 

· Search within results on Boudica to narrow these to about 20.

· Results are sorted in date order with most recent first, so it’s easy to scan the list for reviews of specific titles in the series.

· You can re-sort to see oldest reviews first

· This also reveals a review of a book Scott has published since her last CA update, The Crystal Skull.
4. As a final paper in an Intro to Literature class, students have been assigned to write a short paper on a short story that was not read as a class assignment but that was written by an author covered during the class. Students must cite at least 3 pieces of literary criticism.

· Student liked the short story “To Room 19” by Doris Lessing, so decides to look for another short story by that author. But he wants to make sure he’ll be able to find enough criticism on the short story he chooses!
· In LRC, go to Works Search
· Set the Type of Work limiter to Short fiction. Enter author=Doris Lessing. Search
· A list displays of works by Doris Lessing that are indexed in LRC
· In the column at the far right you can see the number of items in LRC that are INDEXED to each title. (The search conducted when you select a title is a bit broader than just a subject search, so you may get MORE results but you won’t get less)
· The student can see that there is enough criticism to meet the assignment on at least 3 stories by Doris Lessing: “Among the Roses,” “The Black Madonna,” and “Through the Tunnel.”
5. To celebrate Black History month, a librarian wants to set up an exhibit highlighting authors of the Harlem Renaissance. Who are some prominent authors of that literary movement?

· In Person Search, browse the Literary Movement limiter
· Select Harlem Renaissance

· Conduct a Person Search

· You will get a list of prominent authors identified with this movement.
Literature Resources from Gale: quick demo showing GVRL and LitFinder content

In trial site, open the instance with LRC, Twayne, Scribner, MLA and LitFinder

In Basic Search, do a Keyword search on Harlem Renaissance.

In the Topic and Work Overviews tab there are several explanations (work overviews) from LitFinder as well as many items from GVRL titles like Poetry for Students, Short Stories for Students, and Literary Themes for Students.

In the Primary Sources/Literary Works tab, scroll down until you start seeing results from LitFinder.
