Web Watch
Rare working-class autobiographies are just
some of the gems found in this new digital
collection
of our ancestors’ experiences.
Covering 125 years of social and
political history described in records
originating from the British Library,
Oxford University and The National
Archives, there’s plenty to absorb – from
Home Office correspondence about local
disturbances and trade union pamphlets
to digital copies of the Police Gazette
and Hue and Cry recording petty thefts
and nationwide manhunts. Users can
explore the collections by browsing
through the high-quality scanned
documents, or search across them by
keyword.

This online resource will continue to
grow over time, but is currently split
into three Archive areas – Asia and the
West, European Literature, and British
Politics and Society – the latter
containing the most material of
relevance to family historians. British
Theatre, Music, and Literature: High and
Popular Culture will soon join these
subject categories, bringing Victorian
playbills and scripts into the fold, as 10
million digital pages spanning from
1789 to 1914 are uploaded to the
Archives for 2012.
Many library card holders are

fortunate in having access to Cengage
Learning’s online resources through
public library websites, while The
National Archives and other research
institutions provide free access onsite.
The British Library 19th-Century
Newspapers Collection, Burney
Collection, and The Times Digital
Archive will be familiar to most
genealogists. This new addition should
add further depth to your research.
To sample a flavour of its offerings,
download the free Nineteenth Century
Collections Online Museum iOS app
from the iTunes store, or visit
http://gale.cengage.co.uk/
product-highlights/history/
nineteenth-century-collectionsonline/ncco-archives.aspx.

Digitising The
Nineteenth Century
Cengage Learning, the service that hosts NewsVault, brings Nineteenth
Century Collections Online to libraries and research institutions across the
UK. Laura Berry takes a closer look
‘AT THE MATURE age of nine years, and
of my own free choice, I proudly donned
the pit-boy’s flannels … the caller came
at three o’clock in the morning to knock
us up for work …’ So wrote George
Parkinson in 1912, recalling memories of
his first taste of working life 75 years
earlier in True Stories of Durham Pit-Life.
His fascinating account of a miner’s daily
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routine at the dawn of Queen Victoria’s
reign continues:
I kept on, close to my father’s side, as
he led me through the darkness,
along the black wagon-way, up past
the pit-pond, by the pick shop, and
then to the pit-heap … Just before
me was the dark, deep shaft down
which we were to pass to the regions

below … Above the top loop ten to
twenty or more lads would catch the
chain, till fathoms of rope and chain,
covered with human beings, dangled
over the dark abyss.
Rare working-class autobiographies are
just some of the gems found in this new
digital collection that will help us family
historians to deepen our understanding
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THE WESTINGHOUSE TIME Capsule buried during the 1939 New York World’s Fair is
designed to remain 50 feet underground for 5,000 years until 6939.

For the Future to Find
WHAT WOULD YOU choose to preserve for future historians to discover 250 years
from now? A new project, For the Future to Find, is giving people the chance to
send a message to the future by submitting pictures of the things that matter
most to them – family, loved ones, a favourite musician, first car or home, a piece
of art – along with a few explanatory words. These will all be transferred to
microfilm and buried with a simple glass viewer in a custom-made time capsule,
registered with the International Time Capsule Society, to be opened in the year
2262. Upload your defining images of 2012 at www.forthefuturetofind.com.
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The Sunday Times
The weekly broadsheet
published between 1822 and
2006 has recently been added to
Cengage Learning’s plethora of
digital newspaper content. Turn
to Nick Barratt’s Last Word on
page 74 to find out more and
enquire at your local library
about obtaining online access.
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