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Sample Searches for SPO Part I
Activity of spies
Search on full text ‘Spy’ = 402 calendar entry hits

Including:

‘Sir Richard Wingfield to Wolsey’ 

6 July 1517. SP 1/11 f.12 

[Sort by relevance, page 1: item 20]

There are many entries detailing correspondence between Wingfield and Wolsey, with multiple mentions of spies. This entry in particular highlights Wingfield’s receipt of a letter from the King’s spy in cipher.

Search on full text ‘Gilbert Gifford’ = 40 calendar hits

Including:

‘Tho. Phelippes to [Gilbert Gifford]’
March ? 1587 SP 12/199 f.179

[Sort by date (ascending), page 1: item 9]

Thomas Phelippes and Gilbert Gifford worked for Walsingham gathering intelligence. They aided Walsingham in uncovering the conspirators of The Babington Plot to assassinate Elizabeth I. This entry mentions his difficulty in reading a letter: ‘for that either the paper was "alloyme" [alumy] or that he had negligently blotted it’ he also promises ‘frequent intelligence’ plus a warning of ‘Notes of information; intention to kill the Queen or the Earl of Leicester.’ 

Sir Francis Walsingham is best known for his espionage during Elizabeth I’s reign and his discovery of various plots to assassinate the Queen. 
Search on full text ‘Walsingham’; Date filter: ‘after 1532’ = 891 calendar entry hits

Including:

‘Hushay to Jerome Farley alias Sec. Walsingham’
SP 15/27/1 f.228 Dec. 27 1582

[Search within results on: ‘Scots’ = 59 entries, sort by date (ascending), page 1: item 12]
This entry is of interest as it details an alias that Walsingham has used, presumably to conceal his identity. Some of this entry is in cipher – ‘I have been somewhat curious in the ciphers, as it has to pass so long a way through many dangers’ with frequent mentions of the ‘Queen of Scots’, also in cipher.

‘Thomas Rogers to Sec. Walsingham’
SP 15/29 f.70 Oct. 18 1585 

[Search within results on: ‘Scots’ = 59 entries, sort by date (ascending), page 2: item 28]
Rogers believes ‘that the King of France is evilly affected towards England’ and that ‘as yet no intelligence to be had with the Queen of Scots, but daily hoped for.’ Rogers also says that he cannot decipher letters but will write in cipher when required. He explains that ‘The times are likely to be dangerous to those of the religion who are known, and have their letters searched’.

Search on full text ‘Babington’; Date Filter: after 1580 – = 111 calendar entry hits

Including:

‘Alphabets or cyphers between the Queen of Scots and divers persons’
SP 12/193 f.123. Sept. 20 1586 

[Search within results on: ‘Scots’ = 18 entries, sort by date (ascending), page 1: item 9]
Entry is described as follows: ‘Cypher with Anthonie Babington, acknowledged by him as being the one by which only he had written to Queen Mary: attested by Sir Francis Knollys, Sir Owen Hopton, the Attorney and Solicitor General, and many others.’

Other full text searches on known exponents of espionage:

‘Thomas Morgan’ = 108 calendar entry hits

‘Robert Poley’ = 7 calendar entry hits

‘Thomas Phelippes’ = 29 calendar entry hits
The navy, naval battles and ships
Search on full text ‘Ships’ = 6431 calendar entry hits
Search on full text ‘Navy’ = 1193 calendar entry hits
Including:

‘Henry VIII. to Sir Edward Darrell’
SP 1/229 f.114. 29 Jan 1513

[Sort by date (ascending), page 2: item 32]
An entry indicating a proposed French invasion of Britain’s shores: ‘As the French King is preparing a strong navy intending to invade England next February and, as it is said, to land "on the sea-coast of that our county of Wiltshire”’.

Search on full text ‘Mary Rose’ = 101 calendar entry hits
Including:

‘Russell to Paget’
23 July 1545. SP 1/204 f.101

[Sort by date (descending), page 3: item 43]

The Mary-Rose was a notable and memorable warship of Henry VIII which sank during the French invasion and subsequent Battle of the Solent a few days before this entry. There is mention of Russell lamenting ‘the unhappy chance of the Mary Rose, with such rashness and negligence cast away; which is a great loss of the men and the ship, although Paget gives some hope of the ship's being recovered.’
Two seafarers, Sir Francis Drake and Sir Walter Raleigh are celebrated examples of Elizabethan voyagers. 
Search on full text ‘Francis Drake’ = 187 calendar entry hits 
Including:

‘List of the names of Sea Captains’
SP 12/186 f.15. Jan. 5 1586

[Sort by date (ascending), page 2: item 35]

A list with particular reference to ‘The influence of Drake on the members of his family is remarkable, no less than six of that name being in this list of naval commanders; viz., Sir Francis Drake himself, Bernard Drake, Richard Drake, Thomas Drake, Hugh Drake, and -- Drake, gentleman.’
Search on full text ‘Walter Raleigh’ = 257 calendar entry hits; Date filter: ‘after 1552’
Including:
‘Petition of Andrew Fulforde, captain of Sir Walter Raleigh's ship called the Jobe, and Thomas Raynforde, captain of the Lion of Viana, taken as prize by Sir Bernard Drake, to the Council’

SP 12/185 f.142. 1585
[Sort by date (ascending), page 1: item 14]
This entry is worthy of note as it includes the name of one of Sir Walter Raleigh’s ships. There is also notes of their imprisonment after the capture of the ships.
Search on full text ‘Spanish Armada’ = 41 calendar entry hits
Including:

‘Lord Burghley's draught of a very long and crafty letter written soon after the defeat of the Spanish Armada’
Lansdowne Vol /103 f.134. 1588[?]
[Sort by date (ascending), page 2: item 22]

This and the following entry are unusual as they show two separate mentions of ‘crafty letters’ written by Burghley, presumably mocking the English defeat of the Spanish Armada. Burghley writes masquerading as ‘a Papist in England’ and the letter is then forwarded to the Spanish Ambassador.
See also the next entry:

‘Mr. Strype's copy of a letter, supposed to be written from some Catholic in England, to Mendoza, the Spanish Ambassador’
Lansdowne Vol /115 f.78. 1588
[Sort by date (ascending), page 2: item 23]

The title indicates Burghley’s Catholic guise was not uncovered for definite although the letter is believed to have been ‘devised by Burghley.’
Crime and punishment

Search on full text ‘Crime’ = 178 calendar entry hits
Search on full text ‘Punishment’ = 872 calendar entry hits
Search on full text ‘Execution’ = 1634 calendar entry hits

Search on full text ‘Treason’ = 975 calendar entry hits
Lady Jane Grey, the nine day Queen of England between the death of Edward VI and his half-sister, Mary I was executed for preventing the accession of Mary. A full text search on Lady Jane Grey revealed this entry:
‘Sir William Cecill's apology for his conduct in the dangerous time of the advance of Lady Jane Grey to the crown of England’
Lansdowne Vol /104 f.1. 1553
[Sort by date (ascending), page 1: item 12]

William Cecil, Lord Burghley was to became Queen Elizabeth’s chief advisor.
Search on full text ‘Trial’ = 837 calendar entry hits

Including:

‘The arraignment and trial of Robert Earl of Essex’
Lansdowne Vol /94 f.126 February 19 1602
[Sort by relevance, page 2: item 21]

Treason was regarded as one of the worst crimes that one could commit during the reign of the Tudors. Robert Devereaux, Earl of Essex,a favourite of Elizabeth I, was a notable case where he was executed for treasonous crimes against the Queen. 
Search on full text ‘Tower of London’ = 614 calendar entry hits

Including:

‘Names of prisoners in the Tower [of London], with the causes of their imprisonment as far as known to the lieutenant’
SP 10/5 f.33. [? October] 1548

[Search within results on: ‘Norfolk’ = 168 entries, sort by relevance, page 1: item 15]

This entry is worth noting as it mentions Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk’s name as one of the prisoners in the Tower of London. He was imprisoned in 1546 by Henry VIII after his unsuccessful attempt to marry his niece, Katherine Howard, to the King who later executed her after she was found guilty of adultery. Other notable prisoners listed include Edward Courtenay and Robert, Lord Maxwell.
Search on full text ‘Dereham’ = 43 calendar entry hits

Including:
‘About Katharine Howard’

SP 1/167 f.136. 1541
[Sort by relevance, page 1: item 5]

Katherine Howard, mentioned earlier as one of Henry VIII’s six wives, was executed for adultery. This entry is interesting as it contains ‘Abstracts of confessions of witnesses against the Queen’. Katherine was accused of having an early affair with Francis Dereham prior to her marriage with the King.  This long, intriguing entry contains many testaments against Katherine including that of Margaret, Lady Howard:

‘Deposes to much familiarity between Dereham and the Queen before marriage, and since the marriage has heard one Stafford say, "if I were as Deram I would never tell to die for it"’
Search on full text ‘Poison’ = 170 calendar entry hits

Including:

‘Heads of the indictment against Dr. Lopez’
SP 12/247 f.162. [Feb. 28] 1594
[Sort by date (descending), page 3: item 41]

Dr. Lopez, Queen Elizabeth’s physician, was accused of conspiring to poison the Queen. This entry details ‘Heads of the indictment against Dr. Lopez:. 31 Jan. 1590, he conspired the death of the Queen, and to stir up a rebellion and a war within the realm, and overthrow the commonwealth’ and lists a series of events that condemned Lopez. Lopez was then executed in June 1594.
Feasting and food
Search on full text ‘Feast’ = 703 calendar entry hits

Including:

‘Henry VII.'s Funeral’
SP 1/229 f.1. 11 May 1509
[Sort by date (ascending), page 1: item 4]

This entry features details of Henry VII’s funeral and highlights the ceremonial breaking of the staves of office of the deceased monarch. It was then that ‘Garter proclaimed Henry VIII and all the mourners and attendants "departed to the Palace where they had a great and sumptuous feast."’
Search on full text ‘Food’ = 142 calendar entry hits

Including:

‘Divers recipes for food’ 
Lansdowne Vol /75 f.165. 1593

[Sort by relevance, page 1: item 1]

An entry of ‘Divers recipes for food, physick, &c. most of them written by Lord Burghley’.
Search on full text ‘Diet’ = 1335 calendar entry hits

Including:

‘Henry Duke of Richmond. An ordinary diet by estimation for my Lord's persone, his bords ende, and for his chambre and household’
SP 1/35 f.149. 1526
[Search within results on: ‘Easter’ = 49 entries, sort by relevance, page 2: item 23]
This entry is very long and very detailed and describes Richmond’s meals ‘frome Estir untyll Mychellmes’. An example of dinner being a ‘flesh day’:

‘First course:-Pottage; boiled meat, 12d.; beef and mutton 8d.; 4 green geese, 20d.; 3 roast capons, 3s.; 1 q. of roast veal, 9d.; fryaunce or custard, 16d. Second course:-Half a lamb or kid, 12d.; 6 rabbits, 10d.; 14 pigeons, 6d.; a wildfowl, 2s.; "tairt or bakenmete," 16d.; fructor, 2d.; "in xx. ch. and xii. trenchers, for his dener with wayters," 8d.; 4 gal. ale, 4d.; 2 pitchers of wine, 16d.; fruits, 6d. = 17s. 1d.’
‘An account of the Queen's diet’
Lansdowne Vol /105 f.1. 1586[?]
[Sort by relevance, page 1: item 15]
Similar to the entry above is ‘An account of the Queen's diet, and expense of it on a flesh-day, both for dinner and supper; revised by Lord Burghley’.
‘Dr. Baley's regimen of diet for either Lord or Lady Burghley in their illness’
Lansdowne Vol /40 f.62. 1583

[Sort by relevance, page 2: item 31]
An entry describing the diet of Burghley or his wife during illness.
Theatre and performances

Search on full text ‘Dance’ = 64 calendar entry hits 

Search on full text ‘Revel’ = 35 calendar entry hits 

Search on full text ‘Theatre’ = 6 calendar entry hits

Including: 

‘Petition of Tho. Pope and others to the Council’
SP 12/260 f.177. Nov.? 1596
[Sort by date (ascending), page 1: item 4]

A mention of William Shakespeare as one of those petitioning ‘for permission to finish the reparations and alterations at that theatre [Blackfriars] begun at their own expense. Also includes mention of the Globe theatre: ‘Should be ruined if they could not use Blackfriars for their winter performances, as they can only use their new built house on the Bankside, called the Globe, in the summer season.’

Search on full text ‘Globe’ = 11 calendar entry hits
‘Examination of Sir Gelly Merrick’

SP 12/278 f.130. Feb. 17 1601
[Sort by date (ascending), page 1: item 11]
An interesting account of the ‘Examination of Sir Gelly Merrick’ and his evening at the Globe theatre. The play was that of ‘King Henry the Fourth, and of the Killing of Richard the Second, and played by the Lord Chamberlain's players’.

Search on full text ‘Masque’ = 13 calendar entry hits 

Including:

‘A Masque: The meskeller at New Hawll’
SP 1/19 f.5. 23 Aug 1519
[Sort by date (ascending), page 1: item 2]

This entry describes costume materials required for the masque including ‘…silk according to his previous instructions, for him to make [for the said] meskeller twelve Almain coats with Italian sleeves, [six] of yellow satin, and six of green satin, the latter...and set with seales like the scales of a dragon or sturgeon’.

‘The Dramatis Personæ of a Masque acted before Lord Burghley’
Lansdowne Vol /55 f.11. 1587

[Sort by date (ascending), page 1: item 7]

A short entry which includes the names of the characters of the ‘Gentlemen of Gray’s Inn’ who performed in the said Masque.
Search on full text ‘Music’ = 68 calendar entry hits 

Including:

‘For the Reception of Anne of Cleves’
SP 1/155 f.20. 1539

[Sort by relevance, page 3: item 47]

Anne of Cleves, Henry VIII’s proposed fourth Queen, was welcomed to England in grand style. This entry states some of the plans for her arrival:
‘The mayor of London with all the aldermen and crafts shall be upon the Thames, in barges well apparelled and furnished with as many kinds of music as they can get, to congratulate her arrival, but none of them shall set foot on land.’
Search on full text ‘Virginals’ = 38 calendar entry hits 

Including:

‘Mr. William Frost’

Lansdowne Vol /92 f.130. 1611
[Sort by relevance, page 1: item 3]

Princess Elizabeth was James I’s eldest daughter and future Queen of Bohemia. This entry requests ‘Lord Salisbury to be allowed to teach the Princess Elizabeth to play on the virginals, in place of Mr. Marchant deceased’.
The role of women
Search on full text ‘Wife’ = 5279 calendar entry hits 

Royal women were required to marry into other royal families across Europe to create alliances with other nations. The following entry describes how Henry VIII’s sister Mary’s marriage to the aged Louis XII was a product of negotiation and alliance between France and England:
Search on full text ‘Marriage’ = 3803 calendar entry hits 

Including:

‘Marriage of Princess Mary’
SP 1/230 f.224. 23 Sept 1514

[Search within results on: ‘Princess Mary’ = 108 entries, sort by relevance, page 2: item 35]

‘After delivering the King's letters, they shall say that now, on this alliance by marriage with his sister Mary, the King means, by his entire friendship, to make their alliance stronger in the sight of enemies who might percase malign against them for it.’ 

Princess Mary was very vocal on her dislike of this match, as detailed below. On Louis’s death she implored Henry to allow her to marry for love to his friend, Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk:
Search on full text ‘Mary Queen of France’ = 70 calendar entry hits

Including:

‘Mary Queen of France to Henry VIII’
SP 1/10 f.84. 1515
[Sort by relevance, page 2: item 40]
‘Begs he will remember that she had consented to his request, and for the peace of Christendom, to marry Lewis of France, "though he was very aged and sickly," on condition that if she survived him she should marry whom she liked.
…

‘Since her husband was dead, remembering the great virtue in my Lord of Suffolk, "to whom I have always been of good mind, as ye well know,"’ she has determined to marry him without any request or labor on his part.’
Many entries exist on the subject to Elizabeth I’s proposed marriage to the Duke of Anjou. Elizabeth is remembered as being a powerful female monarch whose refusal to marry was out of character for women of this period.

Search on full text ‘Marriage’ = 824 calendar entry hits; Date range: 1558 - 1603
Including:

‘Answer of Queen Elizabeth to the Parliament on the subject of marriage being proposed by them to her’

SP 12/41 f.6. [Nov. 5.] 1566 
[Search within results on: ‘Elizabeth’ = 52 entries, sort by relevance, page 1: item 10]

This entry states that Elizabeth ‘Thinks the single life she leads most acceptable to God. She approves however the manner of their petition.’

Search on full text ‘Birth’ = 249 calendar entry hits

Including:

‘Margaret Marchioness of Dorset to Henry VIII’
SP 1/125 f.165. 14 Oct 1537 
[Search within results on: ‘Prince’ = 76 entries, sort by relevance, page 1: item 3]
The birth of a son was one of Henry VIII’s reasons to dispose of so many wives. A male heir was desirable over a female to provide a secure and easy succession on the monarch’s death. This entry highlights this yearning for a Prince to be born to the royal couple:
‘Has received the Queen's letters with the most joyful news that has come to England these many years of the birth of a prince. Thanks the King for having appointed her to bear my lord Prince to his christening.’

Search on full text ‘Hardwick’ = 27 calendar entry hits

Including:

‘Elizabeth Countess of Shrewsbury to Lord Burghley’
SP 12/172 f.64. Aug. 2 1584
[Sort by relevance, page 1: item 6]
Known as ‘Bess of Hardwick’ the Countess was a formidable woman who, despite her status, was very much subservient to her husband: 

‘Complains of the hard usage of her husband towards her. Requests him to write to the Earl, as his letters would do more with him now, than any other person else living.’
Household furniture and furnishings

Search on full text ‘Furniture’ = 707 calendar entry hits
Including:

‘A note of such things as Lady Margaret Lennox has for her apparel and furniture in the Tower’
SP 12/37 f.77. Sept 1565

[Sort by relevance, page 1: item 13]
Lady Margaret Lennox’s furniture in her lodgings in the Tower of London during her imprisonment.
Search on full text ‘Chair’ = 113 calendar entry hits

Including:

‘Lady Margaret Douglas’

SP 1/113 f.48. 31 Dec 1536
[Sort by relevance, page 1: item 3]
An detailed account of a ‘Bill for making a chair for lady Margaret Duglas, including crimson velvet at 13s. 4d. a yard; Venice silver fringe, at 5s. the oz.; crimson silk fringe, at 14d. the oz.; 2,000 gilt nails, etc. Total 21l. 11s. 3d.’
Search on full text ‘Inventory’ = 530 calendar entry hits 

Including:
‘An inventory of hangings and carpets belonging to the late Earl of Leicester’
Lansdowne Vol /57 f.124. 1588 

[Sort by relevance, page 1: item 11]
An entry on the belongings of Robert Dudley, a close friend of Elizabeth I, following his death in 1588.
‘Inventory of the goods and merchandize found in certain houses in the town of Aldborough’
SP 12/131 f.130. July 19 1579
[Sort by relevance, page 1: item 18]
This entry gives an example of the goods found in a typical Tudor house.
Search on full text ‘Household’ = 2106 calendar entry hits

Including:

‘Bishop Fisher’
SP 1/83 f.157. 27 April 1534
[Search within results on: ‘Inventory’ = 65 entries, sort by relevance, page 2: item 33]
There are also many entries such as this one that include long, detailed accounts of the furnishings of different households. This entry in particular is very specific in describing the contents of each room, an example being
‘In the little study beside the wardrobe: Divers glasses and boxes with syrups, sugar stilled waters and other certain trash sent to my lord.’
Please contact Julia de Mowbray with any questions (julia.demowbray@cengage.com)


