
State Papers Online, 1509-1714

State Papers Online, 1509-1714 combines State Papers Domestic and 
Foreign and the Registers of the Privy Council and presents these 
primary sources in a new easy to search and easy to browse format.

Cross-searching of the previously separated “Domestic” and •	
“Foreign” State Papers
Reproduction in facsimile of original manuscript documents with •	
over 2 millions pages
Links to and from fully searchable Calendar entries (transcript or •	
abstract) to the original Paper which overcomes the difficulty of 
matching an individual Calendar entry to the original Paper
Additional research tools such as lists of abbreviations, glossary, •	
palaeographic aids, notes on members of council and other figures
Essays on major themes or topics covered by the material by •	
leading scholars in the field with links to the relevant documents

The display of the documents alongside the Calendar entries enables 
academics and students to read the complete text of the document 
with any annotations and compare it with its Calendar entry. 

As the official records of the Secretaries of State serving the ruling 
monarch of the day, the State Papers contain correspondence, reports, 
memoranda, Parliamentary drafts and depositions from ambassadors, 
civil servants and provincial administrators on almost every subject. 
This online collection provides new scope and material for research and 
teaching projects in politics, government, and social, economic, and 
religious history covering the whole of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth 
centuries. 

This project is a working partnership between Cengage Learning, The 
National Archives of the UK and the British Library, and is guided by an 
academic Advisory Board of British and American scholars

State Papers Online will be released in four stages and when 
complete will form one comprehensive online archive. 

http://gale.cengage.co.uk/statepapers/
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A ground breaking online resource for the study of 
Early Modern British History



CONTENTS OF PART ONE:

Part 1: The Tudors, Henry VIII to Elisabeth I, 1509-1603: 
State Papers Domestic

[SP 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, BL Lansdowne 
Collection Burghley Papers, with Calendars to all, 
Calendars and transcriptions of the Cecil Papers, 
Hatfield House]   

Part 1 offers the complete collection of State Papers 
Domestic for the Tudor era. They contain information on 
every facet of early modern government, including social 
and economic affairs, law and order, religious policy, 
crown possessions and intelligence as well as references 
to foreign policy.

Key themes covered in this collection include:

Henry VIII’s relations with Europe•	
The Divorce Crisis•	
Henry VIII’s break with Rome and establishment of •	
the Church of England
The Dissolution of the Monasteries•	
The Pilgrimage of Grace•	
Catholic and Protestant conflict•	
The Reformation•	
The Dudley Conspiracy•	
Relations between the Crown and the nobility•	
Mary I’s Marriage with Philip II of Spain•	
Elizabeth I’s Marriage and the Succession•	
Relations between England and Spain •	
Voyages of Discovery of Drake, Gilbert, Hawkins and •	
Frobisher
The rise and fall of the Earl of Essex•	
Campaign against Tyrone’s Irish Rebellion•	

Part 1 essays:

Introduction•	  – 
       Dr Stephen Alford, University of Cambridge

State Papers of Henry VIII: The Archives and The •	
        Documents - Dr Amanda Bevan, The National Archives

State Papers of Edward VI, Mary I and Elizabeth I: The 	•	
Archives and The Documents - Dr Stephen Alford
The Calendars and their Editors 1856-2006•	  - 

       Dr C.S.Knighton, Lately Editor of State Papers, 
       The National Archives

The Tudor Monarchy•	  - 
       Dr John Cooper, University of York

The Tudor State•	  - 
       Dr Neil Younger, University of Birmingham

Tudor Society•	  - Matthew Clark, University of Cambridge
Henry VIII and the Break with Rome•	  - 

       Dr Richard Rex, University of Cambridge
Politicians and Statesmen I: Thomas Wolsey (1470/1-•	
1530), Wolsey and the State papers: War, Diplomacy, 
Government and Politics in Early Tudor England - 

       David Grummitt, History of Parliament
Politicians and Statesmen II: William Cecil, Lord •	
Burghley (1520-98) - Dr Stephen Alford

Part II: The Tudors, Henry VIII to Elisabeth I, 1509-
1603: State Papers Foreign, Ireland, Scotland, Borders 
and Acts of Privy Council

[SP 49, 50,51, 52, 53, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 65, 66, 68, 69, 70, 
71, 75, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 88, 89, 91, 92, 93, 
94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 108, 
Acts of the Privy Council, with Calendars or lists to 
all]

Part III: James I, to Anne, 1603-1714: State Papers Do-
mestic

[SP 8, 14, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 
33, 34, 38, 40, 41, 42, 44, BL Coke Papers, with Calen-
dars to all]

Part IV: James I to Anne, 1603-1714: State Papers 
Foreign, Ireland and Acts of Privy Council

[SP 47, 57, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 71, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 
82, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 
98, 99, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 108, 112, Acts of the 
Privy Council with Calendars or lists to all]

FORTHCOMING PARTS:        

‘Any early modern historian would “give their 
right arm” for State Papers Online. Containing 
facsimile manuscript material as well as the 
printed calendars, it is an absolutely fantastic 
- and unrivalled - resource for early modernists 
working on a huge range of topics.’
Dr Garthine Walker, University of Cardiff

‘State Papers Online is a core resource for all 
British history of the early modern period. It is 
an essential source for political and religious 
historians but also as useful for social and 
cultural historians. The State Papers can help 
us answer what is meant by the state and what 
were its functions.’
Dr Mark Knights, University of Warwick
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