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State Papers Online – a Resource for Religious History

[Introduction]

State Papers Online is an online archive of English/British State documents from the 16th and 17th centuries. The range of documents is enormous – from Henry VIII’s letters to François I or Pope Clement VII to papers discussing local issues.
[History of religion]

The 16th and 17th centuries were a period of religious conflict and change in Europe. Religion was an intrinsic element of everyday life from national and international politics to personal belief and worship. At the beginning of the 16th century, the Church was the Catholic Church administered from Rome by the Pope as it had been for over a thousand years. The Papacy had the benefit of wealth and influence and was as much a political player as it was a spiritual leader. However by the end of the century, European nations were divided between those who maintained their allegiance to the Catholic Church and papacy such as Spain, Italy and France, and those who took the opportunity to break from religious dependence on the Papacy to adopt a ‘reformist’ form of the Christian faith with, crucially, the monarch as Head of the Church. Reform was not new to the Catholic Church, but the political advantages to a break with Rome were seized. The Reformation was a political as much as religious reformist historical event.
Most of the wars of the period were caused by religious differences; and there were few years of complete peace. They also created one of the biggest population upheavals before the 20th century. From a totally Catholic Europe at the beginning of the 16th century, by its close half of Europe was controlled by Protestant governments. This was partly reversed in the 17th century as Protestant territories were reduced to a fifth of Europe. Louis XIV was a key player, along with the Catholic Counter-Reformation reforms themselves, in the regain of Catholic influence.
[bullet points on history of religion]

· Henry VIII’s break with the Papacy

· Development of the Reformation across Europe

· 1534 Act of Supremacy declares Henry VIII Supreme Head of the Church in England

· Dissolution of the monasteries in England

· Religious allegiances influencing inter-European diplomacy and alliances

· Assassinations of Willem of Orange, Henri III and Henri IV of France by Catholics, and attempts on the lives of Elizabeth I and James I of England.

· Publishing of new religious texts from the ‘Book of Common Prayer’ to Foxe’s ‘Book of Martyrs’
· Martin Luther writes his 95 theses on the power of indulgences (1517)

· Issue of indulgences and criticism of them by reformists

· Protestant lobbying for trial and execution of Catholics
· Social unsettlement in England caused by extreme religious swings from Protestant Edward VI, to Catholic Mary I and then to Protestant Elizabeth I

· Council of Trent and Catholic Counter-reformation

· Religious wars in Europe resulting in population upheavals and huge numbers of religious refugees.

· Bull of foundation of Society of Jesus (Jesuits) in 1540

· Period when the wrong religious allegiance meant discrimination, persecution, trial, imprisonment or even death and beheading

· Conspiracy, plots, spies, ciphered messages furthering political/religious aims

· Emphasis on religious teaching via the catechism and beginning of Sunday school

· European split cemented by 1582 Gregorian calendar reform creating 10-day difference in dates between Catholic and Protestant countries

· Establishment of the Catholic League in 1584 to eradicate Protestants (Calvinists and Huguenots) from France

[SPO for history of religion]

All this is reflected in the documents of State Papers Online. Parts II and IV contain the documents covering England’s relations with the Papacy and European countries, however a glance at the number of documents on the above themes contained in Part I: State Papers Domestic (which does includes State Papers Domestic and Foreign for the period of Henry VIII) reveals the relevance for the study of Primary-source documents on all aspects of history of religion in Britain and Europe during this crucial period.
[Search statistics]
State Papers Online Part I (774,700 entries) which includes State Papers Foreign and Domestic from 1509 to 1547 and State Papers Domestic from `1547 to 1603.
A few searches on religious history:


Search on Full text: “Jesuits” =  hits in 323 calendar entries


Search on Document Title: “Jesuits” = 28 hits in calendar entries



Including “The indictment of Edmond Campion the Jesuit for high treason, June, 1581”


“Testimonial of William Holt, jesuit, in favor of Clement Throgmorton, recommending him to the faithful at Rome”


“Treatise by Robert Parsons, the Jesuit.”

“Examination of Hen. Walpole, Jesuit, before Edw. Drewe, Att. Gen. Coke, and Rich. Topcliffe.”


“Walpole, a Jesuit, has had conference with the King of Spain”
On the Pope and individual popes by name:


Search on Full text: “pope” = hits in 6820 calendar entries

Search on Title: “pope” = hits in 192 calendar entries

Search on Full text: “Leo X” = hits in 343 calendar entries

Search on Title: “Leo X” = hits in 287 calendar entries

Search on Full text: “Adrian VI ” = hits in 46 calendar entries

Search on Title: “Adrian VI” = hits in 37 calendar entries

Search on Full text: “Clement VII” = hits in  366 calendar entries

Search on Title: “Clement VII ” = hits in 248 calendar entries

Search on Full text: “Paul III ” = hits in 192 calendar entries

Search on Title: “Paul III ” = hits in 165 calendar entries

Search on Full text: “Pius V” = hits in 19 calendar entries

Search on Full text: “Sixtus V ” = hits in  5 calendar entries

Search on Full text: “Clement VIII ” = hits in  8 calendar entries

Other Religious leaders:

Search on Full text: “Calvin ” = hits in 29 calendar entries

Search on Full text: “Luther” = hits in 258 calendar entries

Search on Title: “Luther ” = hits in 22 calendar entries

Search on Full text: “Lutheran” = hits in 168 calendar entries

Search on Full text: “Melanchthon ” = hits in  56 calendar entries

Search on Title: “Melanchthon ” = hits in 31 calendar entries

Search on Full text: “Cranmer ” = hits in 560 calendar entries (not all Thomas Cranmer)
Search on Title: “Cranmer ” = hits in 380 calendar entries

Other

Search on Full text: “catechism ” = hits in 25 calendar entries

[Key events for religious history]
Key events:

1509 Henry VIII marries Catherine of Aragon, his brother’s widow

1509 Julius II offers special indulgences for those contributing to the building of St Peter’s

1515 Albrecht von Hohenzollern is given permission to recover his debts to the papacy by selling indulgences

1517 Martin Luther writes is 95 theses on the power of indulgences

1520 Luther is excommunicated by Pope Leo X (Giovanni de’ Medici) for circulating his views (as pamphlets)

1521 Luther appears before special hearing at Worms, Philip Melanchthon publishes Common Places, explaining Luther’s theology

1523 Disputations at Zurich inaugurate reformation in the city. This is followed by religious reformations in cities across Germany and Switzerland over the next few years.

1527 Gustav I Vasa establishes royal control over Church property in Sweden

1527 Henry VIII starts divorce proceedings against Catherine of Aragon

1529 Conference at Marburg between Luther and Zwingli fails to bring theological agreement (the 1530 meeting in Augsburg also fails)

1531 Founding of the Protestant League of Schmalkalden by Lutheran princes and cities

1533 John Calvin flees France for Basel

1533 Henry VIII’s Act of Restraint of Appeals (preventing the clergy appealing to foreign tribunals) creates rift with papacy
1534 Act of Supremacy declares Henry VIII Supreme Head of the Church in England
1535 Edict of Coucy offers temporary amnesty to Protestants in France

1535 Formation of the Ursulines devoted to charitable works and teaching the poor

1536 “Wittenberg Accord” links Lutheran and south German reformers

1536 Lutheranism established in Denmark

1536 John Calvin publishes Institutio in Basel

1536 Geneva adopts the Reformation. 

1536 English Parliament agrees to dissolution of the monasteries

1537 Pope Paul III issues bull Sublimis Deus which declares native Americans to be “truly human and … capable of understanding the Catholic faith”

1540 Bull of foundation of Society of Jesus (Jesuits)

1541 Colloquy of Regensburg failed to reconcile Catholics and Protestants in Germany

1542 Roman Inquisition established

1545 Catholic Council of Trent opens

1549 “Zurich Consensus” establishes theological accord between Zurich and Geneva
1549 Many continental Protestant theologians move to England, now ruled by the Protestant Edward VI.

1553 Accession of Mary I in England and reestablishment of Catholic faith. Exile of foreign Protestants
1554 England restores relationship with Roman Catholic Church

1555 Religious Peace of Augsburg agreed in Holy Roman Empire

1555 In England executions begin of Protestants for heresy

1556 Thomas Cranmer, archbishop of Canterbury, executed for heresy

1558 In England, death of Catholic Mary I and accession of Protestant Elizabeth I

1559 First Protestant national synod issues Gallican Confession

1559 Royal supremacy of the church and Book of Common Prayer re-established in England by parliamentary statute

1559 Pope Paul IV issues Index of Prohibited Books

1560 Scottish Reformation parliament inaugurates the Scottish reformed church

1561 “Belgic Confession” prepared by reformed churches of the Netherlands

1563 Catholic Council of Trent closes its final session

1563 Heidelberg Confession issued for reformed church in Electoral Palatinate
1563 First version of Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion adopted in England

1564 Decrees of Council of Trent published

1565 Knights of St John defeat Ottomans at Malta

1566 Roman catechism issued

1566 Conflict over Protestantism in Low Countries comes to a head

1566 Second Helvetic Confession adopted by Swiss reformed churches

1567 Council of Troubles set up in Netherlands by Spanish military to suppress rebellion

1569 In England, revolt by the Catholic ‘northern earls’ against Elizabeth I

1570 Pope excommunicates Elizabeth I

1570 Consensus of Sandomiertz unites Trinitarian Protestants of Poland against Unitarians

1571 Holy Alliance defeats Ottoman Empire at Lepanto

1572 Marriage of Protestant Henri de Navarre and Marguerite de Valois; massacre of St Bartholomew in Paris and other cities

1572 Dutch revolt in Holland and Zeeland

1575 “Bohemian Confession” establishes coexistence between non-Catholic churches in Bohemia

1576 France: Peace of Monsieur offers French Protestants more favourable peace terms but enrages Catholics and prompts formation of the League

1577 Formula of Concord agreed reuniting elements of the Lutheran churches
1582 Gregorian calendar reform creates 10-day difference in dates between Catholic and Protestant countries

1583 Catholic troops invade archbishopric of Cologne to remove protestant archbishop.

1584 Catholic League established in France to prevent Protestant Henri de Navarre succeeding to the throne

1585 War breaks out between England and Spain following alliance between England and Dutch Republic

1587 Elizabeth I’s government executes Mary Queen of Scots

1593 Henri IV of France declares his reconversion from Protestantism to Roman Catholicism

1598 Edict of  Nantes imposes an end to religious conflict in France with partial toleration for reformed church 

1609 Rival Protestant and Catholic Leagues formed in Germany


