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State Papers Online, 1509-1714, is a groundbreaking new online 
resource for the study of Early Modern Britain and Europe. Spanning 
two centuries of the British monarchy in the 16th and 17th centuries 
the collection reunites State Papers Domestic and Foreign with the 
Registers of the Privy Council in The National Archives, Kew and 
the State Papers in the British Library. This unique online resource 
reproduces the original historical manuscripts in facsimile and links 
each manuscript to its corresponding fully-searchable Calendar entry. 
By overcoming the challenge of matching an individual Calendar 
entry to the original Paper, State Papers Online signifies an enormous 
advance for scholars researching and teaching 16th and 17th century 
politics, society, and economic and religious history. 
 
Owing to the size of the  collection - almost 2.2 million pages in total - 
State Papers Online is published in four parts. Parts I and II, combined, 
cover the complete State Papers for the whole of the Tudor period. 
Part III consists of the State Papers Domestic for the Stuart era. Part 
IV contains State Papers Foreign, Ireland and Registers of the Privy 
Council and completes the collection of State Papers for the whole of 
the Stuart period.
 
State Papers Online Part I: The Tudors: Henry VIII to Elizabeth I,  
1509-1603: State Papers Domestic  

The Tudor period was witness to great changes, revolution and
transformation, particularly affecting matters of faith and politics. 
Part I contains 270,000 facsimile manuscript documents linked 
to fully-searchable Calendar entries. The collection delivers the 
complete collection of State Papers Domestic for this era which 
details every facet of early modern government including social and 
economic affairs, law and order, religious policy, crown possessions 
and intelligence. For example, the papers of Cardinal Wolsey can be 
assessed alongside those of his powerful successor Thomas Cromwell 
to evaluate how each influenced King Henry VIII’s affairs and policies 
during the 1520s and 1530s.

Key Themes of Part I:

• Henry VIII’s relations with Europe
• The Reformation
• The Dissolution of the Monasteries
• Elizabeth I: Marriage and the Succession
• Voyages of Discovery of Drake, Gilbert, Hawkins and Frobisher
• Relations between the Crown and the nobility
• The rise and fall of the Earl of Essex
• The diplomacy of William Cecil and Francis Walsingham 

Part I Content:

•270,000 pages and manuscript images
•114,000 calendar entries
• Introductory essay by Dr Stephen Alford
•Essays by leading scholars on key subjects 
with links to the documents 
•Scanned facsimile images of State Papers
•Searchable Calendars, transcriptions or 
hand lists 
•Key Documents – a selection of important 
documents for easy access 
•Links to online palaeography and Latin 
courses 
•Research Tools including an Image Gallery 
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Dissolution of the Monasteries: SP5_4f145

Manuscript series:

• The National Archives, London: SP 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10,11, 12, 13, 15
• British Library: Lansdowne Collection Burghley Papers
• Calendars to all the above series and the HMC Calendars and 
Haynes/Murdin transcriptions of the Cecil Papers, Hatfield House

An interdisciplinary resource:

Literature  
Documents include correspondence and records associated with 
notable playwrights, authors and poets.

Religious History
The range of documents relating to Religious History is vast – from 
Henry VIII’s letters to François I or Pope Clement VII to papers 
discussing local issues. Researchers will find a wealth of rare primary 
source documents in the following areas:
• Henry VIII’s break with the Papacy
• Development of the Reformation across Europe
• 1534 Act of Supremacy declares Henry VIII Supreme Head of the 
Church in England
• Dissolution of the monasteries in England
• Martin Luther writes his 95 theses on the power of indulgences
• Religious wars in Europe
• Social unrest in England caused by extreme religious swings from 
Protestant Edward VI, to Catholic Mary I and then to Protestant 
Elizabeth

Legal History 
Part I contains information on every facet of early modern 
government, including social and economic affairs, law and order, 
religious policy, crown possessions and intelligence gathering as well 
as foreign policy.

An international resource:

• Francis I and his correspondence with Henry VIII 
• St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre of the Protestants (1572) 
• Henry VIII’s letters to Charles V
• Mary I’s marriage to Philip II of Spain
• Rivalry at sea between the European powers
• Exploration in the West Indies and the orange trade

Part I include documents partly or completely written in these 
languages:
• Dutch - 84 documents
• French - 6,258 documents
• German - 66 documents
• Italian - 1,499 documents
• Latin - 7,592 documents
• Spanish - 943 documents
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Prof. John Morrill, University of Cambridge
Dr Neil Younger, University of Birmingham 

Ways to search:

•View Calendar entry side by side with 
manuscript 
•View manuscript with notepad to make notes 
•Limit searches by Calendar Volume, 
Manuscript Volume, Reign, Date and more
•Browse Documents, Calendars and 
Transcripts 
•Search term highlighting
•Fuzzy Search
•Ability to magnify or rotate image  
•Ability to submit corrections to the Calendars

For more information or to request a trial or pricing contact:
emea.marketing@cengage.com


