
     To request a trial email emea.marketing@cengage.com  
or for more information  visit  www.gale.cengage.co.uk/unbound

U.S Relations with the Vatican 
 and the Holocaust, 1940-1950

Archives Unbound
 
Archives Unbound answers the call within libraries and university 
departments to digitise small collections of primary source material. This 
new online resource digitises the most sought-after microfilm collections 
from Gale and Primary Source Media , capturing defining moments 
in history. Between 5,000 to 200,000 pages per title, these specialist 
collections act as  small adjuncts to the large Gale digital collections making 
them an affordable option for libraries and departments. 
 
U.S. Relations with the Vatican and the Holocaust,  
1940-1950
 
Much has been published chronicling the role of Pope Pius XII regarding 
refugees, the Holocaust and relations with America during the war years and 
the immediate post-war period. This publication provides a wealth of unique 
correspondence, reports and analyses, memos of conversations, and personal 
interviews exploring such themes U.S.-Vatican relations, Vatican’s role in World 
War II, Jewish refugees, Italian anti-Jewish laws during the papacy of Pius XII, 
and the pope’s personal knowledge of the treatment of European Jews.
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“In view of reliable reports that Jews in Budapest and other parts of Hungary 
are threatened with deportation and annihilation…urgently approach the 
Pope…that he deliver an appeal to the people and clergy to conceal Jews and 
oppose deportations…”
Stettinius to Taylor Telegram, October 25, 1944

The relationship between Pope Pius XII and the Holocaust has long been controversial, with some scholars arguing that he kept silent 
during the Holocaust, while others have argued that he saved thousands if not tens or hundreds of thousands of Jewish men, women, 
and children.

Although Pius XII generally made only muted criticisms of Hitler and Nazi Germany, he was willing to apply direct diplomatic pressure 
when dealing with Axis satellite states such as Hungary, Romania, and Slovakia where he deemed that doing so could achieve positive 
outcomes. Similarly, there are many documented instances of initiatives taken by local Catholics under the covert direction and moral 
support of Pius XII.

With the announcement of the appointment of Myron Taylor as the president’s representative to the Vatican, this publication 
provides a wealth of unique correspondence, reports and analyses, memos of conversations, and personal interviews exploring such 
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themes U.S.-Vatican relations, Vatican’s role in World War II, Jewish refugees, Italian 
anti-Jewish laws during the papacy of Pius XII, and the pope’s personal knowledge of 
the treatment of European Jews.

This collection consists of telegrams, despatches, reports, and letters between Taylor 
and his staff, the State Department, other U.S. government agencies, the Vatican, and 
the Italian government. There are materials on political affairs, Jews, refugee and relief 
activities, German-owned property in Rome, property rights, and the Vatican Bank. In 
addition, there are materials on Axis diplomats, war criminals, protocols and religious 
statements, and records of the peace efforts of the Vatican.
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